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Start of Talks Prompts 
Arab, Iranian Protests 


Reuter 

NICOSIA, Cyprus, Oct. 30 — 
Thousands of Lebanese and Iran- 
ians denounced the opening of Mid- 
dle East peace talks today at rallies 
in Beirut and Tehran, and Palestin- 
ians clashed with one another and 
with Israeli security forces in the 
occupied territories. 

In Beirut, on the ruins of the for- 
mer U.S. Embassy, where 63 
Americans and Lebanese were 
killed by a suicide bomber eight 
years ago, about 10,000 pro-Iranian 
Muslim militants demonstrated. 
M We will fight," they chanted. 
"Death to America, death to Israel." 

Iranian radical Ali Akbar Mohta- 
shemi, who helped create the anti- 
Western, fundamentalist under- 
ground in Lebanon, told the Iranian 
legislature in Tehran, "All partic- 
ipants in the Madrid conference are 
enemies of Islam and must face the 
death sentence. It is the duty of the 
world’s Muslims to carry that out." 

The Los Angeles Times reported 
from Jerusalem : 

Israeli soldiers fatally shot a 19- 


year-old Palestinian in Hebron, and 
Israeli security forces said about 20 
others were wounded by army gun- 
fire in Gaza; 11 other Palestinians 
were wounded in Nablus. 

Authorities said rival Palestinian 
factions, those supporting and op- 
posing the Madrid talks, fought 
with chains and knives. An esti- 
mated 40 Palestinians were injured 
in the fighting, Israeli sources said. 
The combat occurred mainly be- 
tween supporters of Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, who favors the talks, 
and adherents of Hamas, an Islamic 
fundamentalist movement that op- 
poses the meeting. 

In the Gaza Strip, demonstrators 
marched in support of Arafat and 
the talks. They stoned mosques 
after Hamas and other radical 
groups had forced shops to close as 
a protest against the Madrid con- 
ference. Four Hamas members 
were reportedly stabbed by sup- 
porters of Arafat and the talks. 

Five thousand Arafat sympathiz- 
ers marched in support of the peace 
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